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same post had been offered to Jefferson, but he had refused to serve, preferring to return to the legislature to clear himself of any charges that might be brought against him. He now accepted the appointment for reasons afterward stated in his Memoir. "I had, two months before that, lost the cherished companion of my life, in whose affections, unabated on both sides, I had lived the last ten years in unchequered happiness. With the public interests the state of my mind concurred in recommending the change of scene proposed."
Though Jefferson at once set to work to* put his private affairs in order, the purposes of the mission were so far advanced by the spring of 1783 that there was no necessity for him to sail. The appointment, however, was of the utmost consequence in his life. It presented new interests and lifted him from the gloom into which he had allowed himself to sink.
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